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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of 

1. 13 Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 11 September 2002 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) £3 A proposed reply was received on 1 1 March 2003 . but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final 

rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). f ' 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) D The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3-D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 



6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on . 
of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 



and because the Deriod for seeking court review 



7. □ The reason(s) below: 
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Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or(b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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The below text replaces the preprinted text under the heading* 
."iHforouttai oo How to Effect Drawing Change*," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. Q3KI, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
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2. CormtJttj oUmt tkao Ufomalltlc* Noted by Draftspertoii ot font PTO- 

t 

All dittfts to the drawiofs. other thin informalities noted rn the OrtAsotrioft 
MEST b* m the ttiM manner as above except that tormally. a highlighted 
(prefeubly red ink) iketch of the changes to be incorpouuo into the new 
drawing MUST be Approved by the examiner before th< opinion will be 
allowed So changes w.„ be permitted to be made. oth<r run correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has Approved the propo ^ .nances 

Timing of Correction! 

Applicant is required to submit the dra^trw cDr><non> u uhm the 
time period set j n th,o »t u C hcd Office communicatio n Sec 3" CFR 
I 85(a) 

Failure to take corrective action unlun the -.et uc: J mil r <;>uli in 
ABANDONMENT ,.| ih c jppiK.,,:..,, 
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3861 1 (June 30 , 2003), posted on nttn APP ' iCati ° n R ^ ds < 6] * ££g 
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fecilrtate the process of separately Mexir* Sht! » ^ 8 °? <" a «w page w,ll 

■mage file wrapper. ^"annrng each sector, of an amendment document fij ptacementinan 

frmtTmT "L """""" ™ -i-rrr 

...h ^^.S^ 1 ™."* <« *m version .„„ . mlrked up ve|sion) „ 
A) Amendments tn ri. f -l..^. 

status must be indicated in a parenthetical am^l ^application. After each claim number in the listine the 
U. .ubnuued each trme ^ claim '£ ^ ™ e P-*»l claims fcefc^^J: L,J: musl 

- ctt. hL g !? ^SS^tt^ ^^fite^ must „e presented , 
consume an assertion that i, has'™ taSSSl £ ■ T"' PreSemed m clea " vcrsi °" « 
-tap ma, rray have been present in ^ ' 0 »" 
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^ Revisea i>ouce- 
AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised 
format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January' 3 1 , 2003. expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

http://vmw.uspto.gov/web/offi )• The revised amendment 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
' 37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory . 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 1 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments b.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of tfiese sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each pah of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. 

Tw verrio M a* ■winded partfs) no longer required: 

The correal requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a cleaa version and a marked np 
versi n) f each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

A\ Amendment! to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, most include a 
Complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing Will Serve to replace all prior versions of the claims'in the application. 

( 1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim #_), or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version. i:e., without any markings. 
f^ny claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



1 The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in USPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSING, 1265 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 87 (Dec. 17, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies only to Art Units 1634, 
2827 and 2834. 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

I Effective May 1,2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1 , 2003 for any correspondence with the 
Umted States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

?£ N m T U < S ?^ Washin9ton 20231 and p °- Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these oW addressee 

El Ca,ed . '"J 6 acco I2 panvin9 Office action or Notice or in any other action, nS^KST 
form, instruction or otter information. '-T 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations! reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: " - a «•* commissioner 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 < y 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1. 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
"MaHStop^) t0 COrreSp0nding Mail St °P de signations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
on the USPTO s web site at http://www.usom ^ ^immmm^^ ^r 

mSiiSSI^kT 0 mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www usptaoov/main/contar.t* h J 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice the Official ' 
Ga^ejte or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.usoto to determine foe apprepriSSress 
and Ma. Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). wwineuaciu 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-91 99. '"venior assistance 





